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DC Mayor Plays Both Sides on Immigration
On Wednesday, Mayor Vincent Gray
signed an executive order that would
prohibit D.C. police and public safety
officials from inquiring as to an indi
vidual's immigration status during
arrests and other operations.
"We're not going to be instruments
of federal law when it comes to im
migration status," Mayor Gray said as
he signed the order in a room full of
cheering immigration reform advo
cates. The news was also welcomed
by the Occupy DC contingent as a
step in the right direction.
However, some immigrant rights ad
vocates warn that undocumented in
dividuals arrested by D.C. police will
still be subject to deportation pro
ceedings, in keeping with DC's par
ticipation in a federal program called
"Secure Communities" (S-Comm).
"It's a good victory for local organiz
ers, but a quiet acceptance of the in
evitable nationwide expansion of the
S-Comm program with minimal local

BY PRERNA LAL

Staff Writer

involvement," said Matias Ramos, an
undocumented D.C. resident and a
founding board member of United
We Dream, a national immigrant
youth organization.
S-Comm allows state and local police
to check the fingerprints of an indi
vidual against Department of Home
land Security (DHS) immigration da
tabases immediately after an arrest.
If there is a "hit" in an immigration
database, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) is automatically
notified—even if t he person has not
been convicted of a crime.
DHS has reiterated that through the
use of S-Comm, it is prioritizing the
removal of serious criminals from
the United States. Secretary Janet
Napolitano states that termination
of the program would only move en
forcement back in the ad-hoc direc
tion of removing non-criminal non-

citizens from the country.
A new report released by the Warren
Institute at the University of Califor
nia Berkeley School of Law paints a
very different picture of the S-Comm
program.
The report, authored by Aarti Kohli,
Peter Markowitz and Lisa Chavez,
draws upon information obtained
after a public records lawsuit com
pelled disclosure of certain DHS re
cords. According to the report, more
than two-thirds (67 percent) of
those arrested and flagged through
S-Comm were non-criminals or lowlevel offenders.
The report also notes with concern
the possibility that the S-Comm pro
gram may in some instances serve
as a proxy for racial profiling. The
report cites information indicating
that Latinos are disproportionate

ly detained under S-Comm. While
constituting only 77 percent of the
overall undocumented population,
93 percent of individuals detained
under S-Comm are Latino.
Additionally, the report advances the
assertion that thousands of U.S. citi
zens have been picked up and placed
in deportation proceedings through
S-Comm. 40 percent of those de
tained by the program have spouses
or children who are U.S. citizens—
meaning that to date, the program
has broken up thousands of Ameri
can families.
The authors advocate the suspen
sion of the S-Comm program until is
sues such as due process and racial
profiling are properly investigated
and scrutinized.
Mayor Gray says he is not opposed to
opting out of S-Comm altogether in
the near future. Illinois has already
opted-out while several counties in
California are following suit.

The Hard Lounge sits empty as lLs took
a vacation after the midterm
Photo by Katherine Mereand-Sinha
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Third Annual C-LEAF
Symposium Grades Dodd
Frank
BY MEGAN BROWN

Staff Writer

The Center for Law,
Economics and Finance (C-LEAF)
hosted its third-annual Fall Financial
Regulatory Reform Symposium last
Friday. The symposium brought to

gether legal practitioners and indus
try analysts to discuss the efficacy
and aftermath of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act.
Established as a think tank within
the Law School, C-LEAF focuses on
the study and debate of issues relat
ing to economic and financial law in
the United States and the world at
large.
The Honorable Sheila Bair, former
Chairman of the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and
Simon Johnson, former Chief Econo
mist at the International Monetary
Fund and author of the best-selling
book 13 Bankers, delivered the key
note addresses. Both speakers fo
cused on the regulatory incentives
which gave rise to too-big-to-fail
institutions. According to both Bair
and Johnson, despite Dodd-Frank,
such incentives remain today, as toobig-to-fail institutions continue to
systematically undervalue risk. Fol
lowing their speeches both Bair and
Johnson took questions from the
crowd.
Bair's address proved particularly
enlightening. She reflected on her
experiences as the head of the FDIC
during the financial crisis, noting
with frustration that institutions
and organizations that had previ
ously protested regulations changed
course after the crisis and criticized
the government for not having regu
lated enough.

In addition to the
keynote speeches, two morning pan
els discussions considered the effect
of Dodd-Frarvk on the FDIC and the

state of housing finance. Among the
panelists were Mark Zandi, Chief
Economist for Moody's Analytics
Inc., and Michael H. Krimminger,
General Counsel for the FDIC.
The symposium also provided an op
portunity for students to network
with individuals in the field. Jones
Day and Buckley Sandler LLP, sp on
sors of the event, hosted a reception
Thursday evening for all attendees
to meet and mingle. Students played
a large role in the overall success
of the symposium: both the Bank
ing Law Society and the Corporate
and Business Law Society assisted
with the organization and planning
of the symposium and recruited a
large number of student volunteers
to work the event.
C-LEAF's annual symposium is prov
ing to be an important event on the
fall academic calendar. Although the
symposium was originally sched
uled to take place in the Moot Court
Room, overwhelming interest from
the law school community forced
organizers to move the event to the
Jack Morton Auditorium in the Me
dia and Public Affairs Building. At
tendees packed the auditorium for
the keynote speakers. For the second
time, C-SPAN broadcasted the key
note addresses.
Those who were unable to make
the symposium can catch Bair's and
Johnson's speeches in the coming
weeks, after they are posted to the
C-SPAN's website. Check www.thenotabene.org,, for links as they are
made available.

BY MARK AA RON CO X

SBA Correspondent

The GW SBA Senate convened for
its second full session on Monday,
October 10, 2011 in Lisner 202 at
8:30pm.

Senate approved the reduced fund
ing by a vote of 19-1-0.

Joanne Funke and Katie Thompson
of Law Students for Reproductive
The first order of business at any SBA Justice (LSRJ) also appeared before
general body meeting is to approve the Senate, requesting reimburse
for publication the minutes of the ment for Shandanette Molnar's trip
group's last meeting. Executive Vice to the LSRJ national conference last
President Rubin asked for a senator summer. Despite asking for a rela
to move to redact last week's discus tively small total of $201.66, the
sion of the SBA's continuing involve Senate was provoked into a spirited
ment in the GW Student Association debate when Mr. C arroll announced
(SAJ. The Senate voted unanimously the Finance Committee's recommen
to do so, and further redacted their dation of $151.66.
discussion of the redaction. The Nota
Bene noted the exchange in our last Several Senators wished to know if
issue, however, and will continue to it was the Finance Committee's goal
report on it as the discussion devel this year to slash every request ar
bitrarily, regardless of the request's
ops.
purpose. Some specifically drew
Following opening remarks by Mr. comparison to the $900 allotted to
Rubin, Finance Committee Chair three LLM students during the last
Brad Carroll presented two student session for a national sports, enter
organizations seeking ad hoc fund tainment and IP law conference. Mr.
ing for extracurricular trips. Thom Carroll defended the total, stating
as Hayne (3L) and Sharlene Morris that the Finance committee awarded
(2L) of the Gulf Recovery Network the LLM students 75% of their re
(GRN) applied for additional funding quested amount, similar to the re
to help pay for the annual pro bono duction given to the LSRJ request.
initiative. Every year, the GRN t akes In comparison, the GRN received
20-40 students to New Orleans to approximately 63% of its requested
provide legal aid to various public total.
interest agencies and wetlands re
habilitation projects. The SBA pr evi Mr. Stone pointed out that if the Fi
ously subsidized these endeavors by nance Committee continued to slash
supplying ad hoc funding to partially all requests in such predicable fash
reimburse the cost of flights, hotel ion, they would encourage student
rooms and transportation within the organizations to artificially inflate
city of New Orleans. Last year, the their funding requests. David GlanSenate granted $7,000 to the GRN in ton (1L-11) also observed that, un
ad hoc funding. This year, the GRN like the LLMs, the LSRJ request in
requested $8,000 due to the increas cluded only the cost of flights, not
ing costs of hotels and a diminished conference enrollments.
initial fund, also supplied by the SBA.
"You c an't keep comparing every al
SBA President Nick Nikic, who at location," said Giridhar Iyengar (3L).
tended the meeting, briefly com He added further that all funding re
mented on the SBA's ongoing fi ductions will begin to seem arbitrary
nancial struggles in light of the SA's "once we go through a couple dozen
reduced allocation of student activ of these a year."
ity funds to the SBA. The SBA's ad
hoc fund is approximately $20,000- Eventually, the Senate voted on three
$25,000 short of budgeted expec proposals for funding, and following
tations; as a result, the Finance a runoff, approved the full $201.66
Committee may be forced reduce allocation by a 10-3-7 vote.
all funding requests as a matter of
course. Mr. Nikic suggested that indi Mr. Stone then introduced proposed
vidual student groups facing a bud legislation crafted in the wake of
get shortfall should appeal to the SA last week's meeting closure, during
for cosponsorship. Following ques which the Senate excluded mem
tions from the Senate, Mr. Nikic ad bers of the press from budget dis
mitted that the SBA could run a bud cussions. The first bill, titled the Ac
get deficit, but that doing so would countability Act, would amend SBA
erode the SBA's carryover funds, to Bylaw 406(g) by mandating publica
the detriment of future student bod tion of a brief statement explaining
ies.
the reasoning behind all meeting clo
sures. The second, titled the Sunlight
Mr. Carroll quoted the Finance Com Act, would amend Bylaw 406(e) by
mittee's funding recommendation requiring that minutes be kept dur
of $5,050. Samuel Stone (2LJ stated ing closed-door meetings and later
that the GRN's project was an admi made available with redactions.
rable undertaking that deserved to
be funded, but added that budget Continued on Page 3...
constraints require deep cuts. The
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NEWS
SBA Explains Direct Funding Process
For Student Organizations
BY ELIZABETH CONFALON E

SBA Correspondent

Editor's Note: Part One of the ongoing
series, Follow the Money

Funds). These funds arrive earlier
than the SBA's other sources of reg
ular funding, namely, reimburse
ments and support from the SA (to
be discussed in the next issue) and
SBA fu ndraising. In many ways, the
Deans' Funds are the most reliable,
and therefore, the SBA's preferred
source for funding student organiza
tions. On the other hand, the size of
the Deans' Funds has remained rela
tively constant over the years.

One of the primary duties of student
government at the Law School is to
allocate funding to student organi
zations. Every year, student organi
zations submit budgets to the SBA,
detailing anticipated group expen
ditures. The SBA Finance Commit
tee reviews each budget individually,
and ultimately, the General Assem
bly votes on a final budget allocation.
This year, if you attended an early One problem, Nikic explained, is that
student organization meeting, it's six or seven years ago the SBA w as
possible that you heard talk of sub comparatively smaller than it is in its
stantial budget reductions by the current form, in terms of the scope
SBA. In fact, the budgets of several of SBA programming and the num
student organizations have been sig ber of student organizations seek
nificantly reduced, relative to previ ing funding. Carroll added that or
ous years.
ganizations are thinking bigger and
requesting budgets to put on larger
The budget allocation process can events. However, Deans' Funds have
be daunting and complicated. This not necessarily kept pace with the
series, presented in three parts, will growth of the student organization
endeavor to shed light on the fund community. Likewise, alternative
ing of student organizations, where sources of funding have been unable
the money comes from, and why to support the growth.
this year has seen lower allocations
for several organizations. Part One As a result, more organizations are
now vying for the same body of
(presented here) focuses on funding
funds.
This year, for instance, five
directly distributed to student orga
nizations from the Law School. Parts new student organizations emerged
Two and Three will explore the re from their first year probationary
lationship between the SBA a nd the period and sought direct funding
GWU Student Association ("SA"), the from the SBA. A lready this fall, one
ad hoc funding regime, and the Law new student organization has been
School's financial relationship to the formed. Next year it will be eligible
to request direct funds from the SBA.
University as a whole.
So what do you need in order to
understand how funding from the
Dean's Office, the University, and
other independent streams is allo
cated to nearly 50 student organiza
tions and a handful of executive bud
gets?
A whiteboard. You need the white
board so that you can draw an or
ganizational diagram. You need the
diagram to understand what goes
where and why. And you need the
SBA to help explain it all. So it was
that I s at down in front of a white
board with four members of the SBA
one morning in October to discuss
the SBA budget allocation process.
SBA President Nick Nikic, Executive
Vice President Lenny Rubin, Interim
Vice President of Finance Shirley Li
ang and Finance Committee Chair
Brad Carroll were able to describe
what 1 wi ll call direct funding (oth
erwise known as C-Funds) of stu
dent organizations and how, in some
ways, student organizations have
been victims of their own success.
Traditionally, the SBA has funded stu
dent organizations with money con
tributed by the Deans Office (Deans'

Relative scarcity has led to tough
decisions. Over Labor Day weekend
this fall, the Finance Committee en
gaged in budget hearings for each of
the nearly 50 student organizations
seeking funding this year. Ultimately,
few organizations received the full
amount requested. This may mean
fewer pizzas for general body meet
ings over the course of the year. But
the SBA is hoping that it might also
mean more substantive program
ming by student organizations and
an enhanced profile for GW Law in
the general community.
Fortunately, that is not the end of the
story.
"We zero oyp our budget; there is no
fat. It's actually an incredibly lean
and precise budget," Nikic said. This
may actually work in favor of student
organizations.
By spending down direct funds (CFunds) on substantive events, stu
dent organizations can help dem
onstrate the need for additional
funding, Rubin said. Liang elaborat
ed asking organizations to "be aspirational in the types of events that
they plan, trying to plan those big

events that Deans will see and [the
SBA] can talk about..."
The group highlighted particularly
valuable events and endeavors, such
as the Park51 debate, hosted by the
Muslim Law Student Association,
Justified Arts, hosted by the Black
Law Student Association, and pro
grams like Street Law that not only
bring the community into GW Law
but also send law students out into
the community itself.
The Deans have been extremely
supportive. Speaking about the re
lationship between the SBA and
the Deans, Nikic commented: "It's
really constructive. There's such a
good working relationship." Over the
summer, SBA o fficials met with the
Deans, who proved receptive to the
idea of additional student organiza
tion funding—provided that a need
is demonstrated.

October 26, 2011

SBA, Continued from Page 2
The redactions would exclude only
sensitive information, generally in
cluding but not limited to monetary
figures and student names. Under
both acts, the Senate retains the
power to close meetings, but would
have to report non-specifically on
those closures.
Mr. Nikic voiced disapproval of the
latter bill, saying that it "creates ex
tra steps" for minute-keepers, is im
practicable, and "just won't happen."
Mr. Iyengar concurred, expressing
discomfort with the redaction pro
cess, which he believes invites error.
Mr. Carroll further added that the
bills "defeatj] the entire purpose of
a closed meeting." Rob Russo (2L),
agreeing with the basic thrust of the
bills but suggesting that more clar
ity was needed, moved to table the
bills, which the Senate confirmed
unanimously.
Following comments from senators
and the community, the meeting ad
journed at approximately 9:50pm.
The Nota Bene reminds its readers
that GW SBA meetings are, for the
most part, open to members of the
law school. Senators do take ques
tions and hear concerns from guests
at the close of their agenda.

When allocation notifications were
sent to student organizations this
year, some of which suffered signifi
cant budgetary reductions, the SBA
requested that they provide descrip

tions of the events they would have
to cut. Nikic hopes to collect these
responses and submit them to the
Deans for consideration of an addi
tional funding allocation.
For the moment, student organiza
tions are implementing their pro
grams for the fall. For many, the
funding they received will last them
only that long. For such groups, the
ability to undertake additional ac
tivities will hinge upon their ability
to secure more funding, perhaps col
lectively with other organizations in
a request to the Deans, or individu
ally from the second source of stu
dent organization funding, SA funds.
In the next issue of The Nota Bene,
Part Two of this series will explore
the allocation of funds from the SA
to the SBA.

This series will be continued in the
next issue of Nota Bene.

Nota Bene
welcomes
signed
letters to the
editor.
Advertising
rates
available
upon
request.
Contact us at
notabene@
law.gwu.edu
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OPINIONS
EDITORIAL:

Simple Things: Individual Lockers For All
BY KATHERINE MEREAN D-SINHA

Editor-in-Chief

First year students at GW Law
should have their own lockers, and
until they do they should be upset
that they do not have them. It is a
simple thing, and mundane enough
that it is hard as a first year student
to complain. So much else is more
important that this often stress-in
ducing situation is relegated to little
thought. Besides, who wants to be
known as the person who complains
about lockers?
There are obvious logistical con
straints within the law school that
make adding more lockers hard, and
there may even be a plan to provide
more space when the new law school
buildings are built. 1 ha ve not asked
anyone why adding more lockers has
not happened. I am an example why
nothing on this front changes. When
the problem ceased to be my prob
lem, I ceased to care.
When one is a first year student,
however, struggling to cram all
books, lunches, coats, and whatever
else into a shared locker, one does
not have time to complain. Instead,
each pair deals with the lack of space
in their own way. Some people have

quiet wars all year, resolved by who
arrives first to the law school each
day. Some people have open fights.
All to o often one person cedes their
right to the locker and simply car
ries all of their books and belong
ings in an enormous backpack or
giant wheeled contraption that must
become disgusting in the undercar
riage. I am sure there are other ac
commodations made and have even
heard rumors about complex sched
ules of rights to more space that
some students put together.
But after creating the strategy at the
beginning of the year, despite the
annoyance, it is is not often revis
ited once someone knows how and
where to complain. Actual school
work and jobs are by far more im
portant. Once one becomes a 2L and
eventually a 3L, it is easy to look
back at it as a right of passage and
move on. I am suggesting that this
year's first year students do not do
to their future classmates what we
did to them: move on without trying
to make their future classmates' lives
easier.

I was headed to class in the base
ment of Lerner the other day, where
thankfully LL102 has warmed up
slightly from the icy chill that was its
hallmark in previous years. I no ticed
that as usual when it rains, the first
year students had hung umbrellas
outside of their lockers in profusion. I
first noticed that the umbrellas hung
were larger than before, but then
I noticed that some student were
hanging their jackets on their locks.
It seemed excessive until I remem
bered having to kick my locker shut
to accommodate everything that my
"locker buddy" and I tried to store
amicably. After kicking it closed, we
simply carried our heavy wool coats
along with everything else we could
not store.
In coming to law school I mov ed from
spending six years with my own of
fice and keeping several pairs of
extra shoes under my desk to being
a nomad with back pain who could
not bring lunch to school because I
lacked the capacity to store or car
ry it. I took a saddle bag approach
with two bags to balance the exces
sive weight, and I watched friends
turn into virtual camels when they

donned their enormous backpacks.
I understand that the law school has
a lack of space, but there are fifty-five
full height lockers in the basement of
Stuart that could be chopped in two.
Perhaps there are other options like
that. I am not blaming the admin
istration, there is no easy answer
given the pure lack of space. 1 d o,
however, encourage the current crop
of first year students to make this
point, clearly, to the SBA if y ou have
a problem with lockers. I have heard
grumbles and anecdotes, but often
change only happens if someone ad
vocates for it. Do your future class
mates a favor and make sure to con
tinue to ask for a solution to what, for
many, is more than mere annoyance.
Oh, and if y ou do have a giant back
pack, through no fault of your own,
do everyone a favor. Be careful when
you turn quickly and do not back up
without looking! Given the amount
of times I have been hit with one in
the Lerner stairwell, 1 can attest that
those things are dangerous.

Katherine Mereand-Sinha is the Edi
tor in Chief of Nota Bene. She can be
reached at notabene@lawx)wu.edu.

The Last Acceptable Prejudice
I know what you're thinking - po
litical correctness has taken all the
fun out of bigotry. Before this whole
"PC" movement, one of the best
things about being American was
that you could always find someone
to look down on for no good rea
son. But nowadays it has becoming
harder and harder to cling to preju
dice without coming off looking like
those nut-jobs from the Westboro
Baptist Church. For all of you long
ing for those bygone days when you
could discriminate against someone
just because they were different
from you, you will be happy to hear
that there is still at least one group
you can still openly discriminate
against in America. The Mormons.

BY DAVID KEITHLY

Opinions Editor

Not everyone is aware of this limita
tion. Most notably, there are still two
Mormon contenders vying for the
Republican presidential nomination.
But if polls are any indication of ul
timate success, both Huntsman and
Romney would lose in a presidential
race. According to Gallup polls, re
gardless of platform, views, ability,
or qualifications, nearly 1in 4 voters
simply would not vote for a Mormon
candidate.
. As a long-time member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, I
am honestly confused by such reluc
tance to elect a Mormon candidate. I
am even more confused by the main
stream media's complete acceptance
of this prejudice. During the last
presidential election cycle if a nyone
admitted to not wanting to vote for
Obama because of his race, the media
immediately labeled the offender as
a bigot and a racist. Concerned news
anchors lamented that, even in this
enlightened era, there are still those
who would cling to such archaic no
tions. Where is the outrage when a
quarter of the population refuses to
consider a candidate because of his
religious views?

At six years old, I was pretty sure
that one day (after a successful ca
reer as a professional baseball play
er) I w ould become the President of
the United States. People had been
telling me for my entire life that if I
was willing to work hard, I c ould be
whatever I wanted to be. For me, the
idea that I was the master of my des
tiny was a universal law -like gravity.
And although the professional base
ball career didn't pan out (I peaked
too early - at age 11), I've carried
this basic idea with me throughout
my life. It wasn't until relatively re
cently that I re alized that it was a lie.
I cou ld never be President - because In terms of beliefs, Mormons re
I am a Mormon.
ally are not that different from other
Christian faiths. We believe in God.

We believe that Jesus Christ is the
Savior of mankind. We believe in the
Bible. There are differences as well.
In addition to the Bible, we believe in
other books of scripture. Mormons
aren't supposed to smoke or drink
alcohol or coffee. We do not believe
in having sex before marriage-which
might explain why so many twentysomething Mormons are married.
We do not believe in or condone po
lygamy. The church discontinued the
practice in 1890.
So what is the hold-up? Why are so
many American voters still uncom
fortable with the idea of a Mormon
president? Are they afraid he will reinstitute prohibition and add coffee
to the list of prohibited beverages?
Mormons aren't the only religious
group that voters don't trust with the
presidency. In fact, a Muslim or athe
ist candidate would face even more
voter opposition than a Mormon.
As a country, we've made progress
in the past fifty years. Before John F.
Kennedy was elected in 1960, many
voters claimed that they would not
elect a Catholic to the presidency.
Their fear was that the Pope would
run the country. Those fears proved
to be unfounded.

One of the hallmarks of Americar
democracy is freedom of religion. Ir
this country, we're free to practice
whatever religion we see fit. Some
of our best-known and most respect
ed Presidents did not affiliate with
any one religion. Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln and Andrew John
son were all unaffiliated with any
specific religion.
Unfortunately, in the current po
litical climate, freedom of religion
comes with an asterisk. In America
you're free to practice whatever re
ligion you see fit, unless you want
to run for President. If yo u want to
be President, you're okay if you're
a Catholic; but if yo u want to play it
safe, you ought to be some form of
Protestant.
I understand that many voters may
have valid reasons for not wanting
to elect Romney or Huntsman based
upon their individual platforms or
policy agendas. What I cannot un
derstand is how a quarter of vot
ers in this country would refuse to
elect a candidate purely on religious
grounds, or why some many others
find that reason to be acceptable. It
is shameful.
David would be happy to send mis
sionaries to your house if you want
to know more about the church ... or
you could just go see The Book of Mor
mon on Broadway.
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FEATURES
BLAKE BEH NKE
A co uple of weeks ago, as I w as tak
ing a break from some intense bas
ketball, I fired up Twitter to find
the "tweeps" (Twitter peeps) taking
Bank of America to task for their
new five dollar fee for Debit Card
Users. 1 read the posts with interest
and a few days later received a no
tice of fee changes for my own Bank
of America account. My "free check
ing" would now cost a minimum of
five dollars and might cost as much
as twenty-five. My linked savings
account would also have a monthly
minimum service charge. I wa s frus
trated and angered that the bank
wanted to start charging for all of
these previously free services. That
week 1 went into my local branch
and closed out my Bank of America
accounts.
The government and media have
been telling us for quite some time
that America's biggest banks are now
"too big to fail." The reality is that
America's biggest banks are already
failing in many respects. As taxpay
ers, we bailed the banks out after
they nearly destroyed themselves
with risky practices. We should ex
pect gratitude, not increased fees.
In addition to fee increases, bank
customers also have to deal with
consistently sub-par customer ser
vice and inadequate, nonsensical
security measures. Banking with
America's big banks is a nightmare. I
have been so frustrated over the past
few weeks that at times I h ave been
temped to join the protestors at Oc
cupy Wall Street. As tempting as the
prospect of living in squalor might
be, I eschew sleeping bags in favor of
the W Hotel's famous mattresses or a
nice pillow top at the Waldorf. More
importantly, I'm not against capi
talism, I a m just sick of being over
charged and taken advantage of as a
consumer.
I m ay be more aware of the state of
banking than the average consumer.
Unlike the typical consumer, I m ain
tain checking and savings accounts at
a variety of institutions because I'm
a schemer. I look for the best deals in
order to maximize interest-earning
potential and pursue lucrative offers
for opening accounts. (One bank re
cently gave me 150 dollars to open a
checking account!) But recently this
practice has become a headache. In
the last month I h ave closed four ac
counts and opened two more. I hav e
moved money back and forth across
electronic wires, and fought with
customer service representatives in
far-away call centers. The experi
ence makes me so mad that I've con
sidering marching down to McPherson Square and using my human
megaphone to yell obscenities about
the mindless customer service rep
resentatives 1 am forced to deal with
almost every day - this is ridiculous.
Two years ago, before starting law

Badinage: Banking

school, I spent a summer working
at a hotel and traveling down to Las
Vegas on the weekends where I took
advantage of cheap employee hotel
rates and ridiculously delicious buf
fets. One Saturday, my mother called
and left a voicemail sounding a little
panicky. "Blake, these people from
the Bank keep calling about this card
and the outstanding balance... we
know you are in trouble. Just admit
that you have a gambling problem
and we'll try to help you out."

of behavior from the institutions we
trust to handle our money.
Two years later, I am still dealing
with the repercussions of the initial
identity theft. Every credit bureau
agency has a warning on my file
explaining that I was the victim of
identity theft and that I m ust be con
tacted before credit is opened in my
name. Even with these safeguards
in place, thieves struck again this
last month, using my social security
number and date of birth to create
a new password to my online bank
account. I on ly realized that some
thing was wrong by chance when I
couldn't log into my account (they
had changed my password). 1 im
mediately contacted the bank and

For those of you that know my moth
er you can imagine the very real con
cern in her voice, but the truth was
I p ay off my credit card balances ev
ery month and I d o not have a gam
bling problem. Four hours and doz
ens of phone calls later I discovered they were ah\e to stop the thieves
that someone had stolen my iden from stealing my entire checking ac
tity, used my information to open a count balance. In subsequent calls
fraudulent credit card and charged the bank emphasized their role in
up a significant balance. The credit preventing fraud, but the reality was
card company had sent the account without my watchful eye, they would
to collections, which explained the have never even been aware of the
harassing phone calls to my mother fraudulent activity occurring at all!
in Seattle.
When I finally spoke with someone
at the bank's fraud center they told
me, "Well, you see we had actually
flagged that account as potentially
fraudulent because that same ad
dress was used in over two hundred
other instances of fraud." ARE YO U
KIDDING ME?! I wanted to scream
at this innocent woman. They knew
it was a fraudulent card because the
same address in Pennsylvania (a
state I ha ve never lived in) had been
used on numerous other fraudulent
cards. Still, they had sent the ac
count to collections without ever
notifying me despite the fact that I
had three existing accounts with the
bank all of which were paid off in full
every single month. No phone call,
no warnings - just horrible service.
It's inexcusable. If Nordstrom can
provide impeccable customer ser
vice, so can bankers. Numerous
times I ha ve been disconnected after
waiting for an hour or more on hold
for a customer service representa
tive, and never once have they called
me back despite the fact that they
have my number and understand the
gravity of the situation we are dis
cussing. Such service would never
be tolerated from a mail-order cata
log, and yet we put up with this kind

And here is the real kicker. The bank
is demanding that I vis it one of their
branches in person to restore my
online access. That may seems rea
sonable given my history, but in a
world of online access and compli
cated password algorithms, it seems
like the act of physically verifying my
driver's license seems unnecessary
and in this case, unduly burdensome.
The nearest branch is in Wilmington,
DE. 1 tr ied to explain to the repre
sentative that I'm a student, with
out a car, isn't there another option?
Couldn't I visi t a bank in the area that
you have a relationship with? No,
they insisted that was the only way.
Banks have lost sight of their pur
pose. Like any retail institution,
banking is a customer-oriented busi
ness. I am tired of being taken ad
vantage of by enormous banks that
levy ridiculous fees and preposter
ous identity-confirmation processes
that don't actually serve to help me
as the customer but only make my
experience more cumbersome.
As a result, I have now moved almost
all of my banking business to online
banks like ING Direct and Ally, which
provide unbelievable service and
significantly higher returns on my
money. For years, we as consum
ers have put up with abuse from

our banks because of convenience
and necessity. Thanks to advances

in technology, this no longer has to
be the ease. As consumers, we must
demand changes. If the banks don't
respond, then we need vote with
our feet and take our business else
where.
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Season to Taste
Many beginning chefs tremble with
fear at the sight of those three little
words lingering at the end of most
recipes. No, not those three little
words (though they can be equally
scary). I'm talking about "season to
taste," the wholly subjective instruc
tion in what is supposed to be an ob
jective process, the kryptonite that
cripples those who rely on the reci
pe's explicit details for fear of wast
ing fifty dollars in groceries or disap
pointing a romantic guest's palate. In
response to this woriy, many people
will add their salt and pepper at the
very beginning or end of the process,
believing that the seasoning need
only be thrown in to the pot to have
the desired effect. Many will look
to others for advice on the season
ing portion; restaurants usually err
on the side of salty, cooking pasta in
what is essentially sea water, while
health food nuts will tiy to avoid salt
at all costs.

Curried Butternut Squash Soup
(recipe courtesy of F ood Network)
Saute one chopped onion and two
minced garlic cloves with a table
spoon of canola oil in a large stockpot for 6-7 minutes.
I
^
table. So, fear not the elusive instruc
tion of seasoning to taste; add a little
salt as you go and find the perfect
balance for your own taste.

with activities is a subjective arena.
One student's desire or capability to
balance many things at once may not
work for another. We must remem
ber, especially in the first year, to sea
son our lives to our own tastes. We
can always add more later.

Law students are quite paradoxi
cal by nature; they can be some of
the most well-rounded and involved
students of their respective under
Fall Flavors
graduate colleges, yet they enter a
competition to attend school based Butternut squash soup is a simple
almost solely on grades and scores. and pervasive dish for the autumn
The desire to get involved and stay weather (even at ABP). Here is an
active never really goes away; rather, easy recipe with a little bit of kick
it lives inside all of us, waiting to find and a lot of sweet:
an outlet. So, many people find them
selves looking to join clubs, start or
The truth is that the seasoning por ganizations, and play for teams right
tion is left up to you for a reason. It is off the bat. They look around and
one of the hardest parts of a recipe to see others who are involved, so they
quantify because there is such diver take their cues and sign up. But, like
sity of taste, even at a single dinner seasoning a dish, spicing up your life

Peel, seed, and chop one large but
ternut squash into 1-inch cubes,
then add to the pot with the onions
and garlic.
Pour in six cups of low-sodium
chicken broth, a little more than a
tablespoon of curry powder, and a
large pinch of salt and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer for about
15 minutes.
Remove from heat, stir in two table
spoons of honey, and puree in batch
es in a blender until smooth.
Season to taste with salt and serve
with a dollop of plain yogurt in each
bowl.

JOE CRAMER

The_ New_ STD: StudentlsTaking^ On Debt
The loan doctor will see you now.

principle owed on the loans. You will
thank yourself later.

Sit down. We need to talk about your
condition. Let's start with the bad
news - your condition is serious and
it'll take several years before you're
completely cured. The good news is
you are not alone. Millions of people
just like you have managed to lead
relatively normal, happy lives. Just
because you have an STD does not
mean your life is over.
I'm talking of course, about the stu
dent debt - the new STD (Students
Taking on Debt). Student debt is the
new herpes. Think about it - lots of
people have it, no one's happy about
it, but it doesn't have to completely
ruin your life. Estimates say that
26% of New Yorkers have herpes[i],
leading advice columnist Drew Margary to say "herpes is less a disease
than a cool genital accessory."[ii]
Like herpes, student debt has spread
across the country. Next year, to
tal student debt will surpass $1
trillion[iii], outpacing credit card
debt[iv], 66% of undergraduates
leave college with outstanding stu
dent loans. The average GW law stu
dent leaves school with a JD in hand,
and over $100,000 in loans[v].
Let's take a minute to visualize your
$100,000 in loans. $4,000 has al

4. Practice safe borrowing.
Student loans do not use the same
kind of consumer protection that
other loans do. They cannot be dis
charged with bankruptcy, missed
payments will affect your credit, and
creditors can garnish your wages.
Make sure not to miss any payments,
and be wary of taking on any new
debt you cannot handle.
ready been taken off the top in origi
nation fees, and three years interest
has already accumulated. Are you
having trouble visualizing how much
you'll owe in interest before you
even start paying off your loans? Tiy
this - imagine buying a brand new
Audi A4 with the premium package
and 17-inch alloy wheels. Now drive
it off a cliff. That is basically what
happens before you get to day one
of repayment. And that's just the be
ginning. Throughout the entire pe
riod of your loan repayment, you will
pay more per day than the cost of a
nice meal, with appetizers and des
sert, at Morton's Steakhouse. That's
every day.
It's not a pretty picture - but there
is hope. Follow these five tips for
smart and healthy living:

1. Tell your partner.
No one likes surprises. If someone
is thinking about settling down with
you, they should know if you have
contracted debt that will affect the
relationship. Being honest will pay
off in the long run. Plus, if your part
ner leaves you over money, you will
know they weren't that into you.
2. Go to a free clinic.
There are government programs to
help you. Programs like Loan Consol
idation, IBR, (Income Based Repay
ment) and employer loan forgive
ness and loan repayment programs
will help you get disease free.
3. Attack the virus at its source.
Making payments towards the prin
ciple can cut your loan repayment
time in half. Living frugally during
the first few years of repayment can
allow you to make a huge dent in the

5. Volunteer and help others.
All f ederal loans will be forgiven af
ter ten years working outside the
private sector. The work can be re
warding, and life after loans will be
within reach.
Go out and live healthy. It burns
right now, but with some planning
and smart living, you can control
your loans, instead of letting your
loans control you.
Joe Cramer is a 4LE and works as a fi
nancial aid counselor.
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cticmg International Law in DC wamtfhUmar Akbar Ahmed, GWL.L.M. Class of '07
are often for pro bono work," said
Ahmed. "For those who have a pas
sion for this line of work, however, it
can be very fulfilling personally and
can give new lawyers valuable expe
rience and exposure to an important
field of law."

DC i s, without a doubt, one of the
best places in the world to pursue
an international law career. Many
GW Law students seem to have come
here for that reason. But long after
CivPro and Torts have become a dis
tant memory, and the interminable
chime of the GW fight song has been
learned by heart, that devilish ques
tion remains - how?
In 2006, Umar Akbar Ahmed was
awarded the Buergenthal Scholar
ship to pursue an LL.M. at GW Law,
after receiving legal training in the
UK. He started working for McMahon & Associates while at GW, and he
is still working with them, as well as
in his own private practice. Ahmed
recently made headlines when he
brought a case against the Syrian
government in the United States Dis
trict Court for the District of Colum
bia on behalf of the Syrian Emergen
cy Task Force alleging abuses against
Syrian and Syrian-American citizens
under the Alien Tort Statute, Tor
ture Victim Protection Act, and the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act.*
Ahmed explained the purpose of the
lawsuit in a recent interview with A1
Jazeera:
"We are asking for monetary damag
es for the victims of the Syrian gov
ernment. Some plaintiffs have been
horrifically tortured. Others have
lost close family members. But the
monetary damages are of secondary
importance; the primary objective is
to establish accountability and for
this lawsuit to act as a deterrent to
prevent future acts of violence.'
In conjunction with his work as an
international human rights lawyer,
Ahmed has championed the cause of
freedom of speech in the Arab world.
Earlier this year he spoke at the Na
tional Press Club about the case of
Rachid Nini, a muckraking Moroc

can journalist who was recently im
prisoned for exposing government
corruption in the pages of Morocco's
largest daily newspaper, Al-Massae.**
Aside from foreign endeavors,
Ahmed is very active in the DC com
munity. In his private practice he
handles a lot of immigration cases.
He recently helped a client procure
custody of her child in an interna
tional dispute, and reversed a depor
tation proceeding in favor of another
client. Ahmed is also deeply com
mitted to pro bono work, particular
ly with the Washington Legal Clinic
for the Homeless. His recent work
for that group includes successfully
appealing a denial of Social Secu
rity Disability Insurance for a client
whose disability had cost him his job
and led to the loss of his home.
In short, Ahmed has a fascinating
and successful career in interna
tional and domestic law, and is only
a few years out of the LL.M. program.
He recently shared his thoughts
with Nota Bene about his field of
practice and current trends. "The
recession has hit everyone equally,"
said Ahmed. "Law firms are hiring
less, businesses are generating less
revenue and corporate law - which
was thriving as a legal practice area
when I f irst came to GW - has been
severely hit on the domestic level.
The demand for international corpo
rate law and transactions, however,
remains high. Some fields such as
bankruptcy law, particularly in re
spect to Chapter 7, 11 and 13, have
actually spiked in demand. But on
the whole, the recession has nega
tively impacted demand in most le
gal practice areas."
"There is still crucial work to be
done in the international arena to
counter human rights and civil liber
ties violations, but the opportunities

Ahmed offered the following advice
for law students hoping to pursue
a legal career: "Firstly, I would say
from my personal experience, that
the job one gets during law school
should never be taken lightly as it
can prove to be invaluable in terms
of the experience it brings, the guid
ance it can give you for the future,
and the relationships that come from
it. I am blessed to have had the op
portunity to work with one of the
most talented lawyers 1 know, Mr.
Martin McMahon (the founding part
ner of McMahon & Associates), and 1
have come to know him as a mentor
and a friend. Secondly, as someone
not too long out of law school, I sym
pathize with current students and
urge them to never be discouraged.
If you work hard and follow your

passion you can't go wrong. The
law is a great profession and there
are a myriad of opportunities to get

involved and gain experience in the
D.C. legal community. A good lawyer
can change their client's lives for the
better, which is reward in itself, even
in tough economic times. Get out
there, network, volunteer, and op
portunities will present themselves."

FUTURES

WRITERS
We are offering the opportu
nity to develop personal re
lationships with GW alumni
currently working in your
field of choice. GW alumni
are especially predisposed
to help you, and getting to
know those that are doing
the sort of work you would
like to do is a brilliant idea.
So here is the deal: We have
a bottomless list of GW
alumni working in all fields
of law; we need law students
to interview them and write
their profiles for the news
paper. This sort of targeted
networking is far superior to
attending an event and shak
ing some hands. You've got

everything to gain. A)) years
welcome.

Interested? Email us at notabene@law.gwu.edu.

Check out our
BRAND NEW
WEBSITE

thenotabene.org
Also check us out on
Facebook and follow
us on Twitter

@GWNotaBene
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Classes offered by GW Law
An original N.B. crossword.

3. Pay for the privilege of working without pay.
5. Friedenthal's class about resolving competing
claims of jurisdiction
11. One of the only classes in law school that is an
academic class about law. Shares five letters,
and almost nothing else, with the law degree.
12. Crowded courts incent the shifting of c ases to
this. Often used by companies to avoid
significant damages.
17. People write laws to ban people from writing
laws that conform to this area ef the law. This
has mostly been their hobby since 2001. This
area of law isn't great about the separation of
church and state.
18. Van Vleck. Jessup. Write memos, win a prize.
19. If you want to annoy doctors, take this class.
20. Sue on behalf of those that believe that MMR
shots gave their children autism.
25. Preventing highwaymen on the Information
Superhighway
26. The US hates this sort of law. The field strives to
civilize something that is fundamentally
uncivilized.
28. Make money helping those with money keep
that money.
29. The only field of law with its own trolls.
30. Posner. Coase. Austrians.

Down
1. According to police procedurals, this solves
most crimes all b y itself, and never makes a
mistake. DNA.
2. Study this, and you may be able to get a free
ticket to Afghanistan.
4. In a trial, p roving (and rebutting) the claim
requires this.
6. Especially relevant this upcoming year. Often
involves a lot of domestic travel. The last several
months of the year 2000 were very good to
practitioners of this field.
7. Study the laws your fellow students are most
likely to break.
8. "Beltway Bandits" robbing the taxpayer employ
attorneys who know about this.
9. Lie back and think of England.
10. Can an attorney sleep with their client?
13. Dawes Act. Cobell vs Salazar. Very useful for
people moving to Oklahoma.
14. How a Bill b ecomes a Law: "I'm just a Bill, on
Capitol Hill..."
15. How very meta, for a university to teach this
area of the law.
16. You are what you drink. Studying efforts to
ensure the purity of all our precious bodily fluids.
21. Bluebooking. Editing. Very occasionally, writing.
22. LegalActivism
23. Relief provided by judges in civil litigation.
Schaffner.
24. Star Wars. Floating Laser beams. Orbiting
Trash.
27. "Sailing, sailing, over the bounding main"
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